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Edit or’s Not e :

This booklet is dedicated to the true mission of
Bediuzzaman Said Nursi. His mission in life was to
preserve Islam as ordered in the Holy Qur’an by
Allah (SWT) and as described by Prophet
Muhammad (Peace and  Blessings be Upon Him).

During his 87 years of life,  Bediuzzaman tried to
s tren gth en th e Iman (belief) of Mu slim s an d to
establish Ittihad (u n ity)  am on g th e Mu slim Ummah
(Community). This booklet is an example of that.

The Fourth Radiance was written in 1932 mainly
to advise Sunnis to develop better relations and
broth erh ood between Su n n is an d Sh ias . In th ose
days, maybe even today, many alims would not
dare to take this type of stand. Thus, this pamphlet
should be read with that in mind.

As the Nur Institute of America, we wish to present
to you the correct understanding  of
Bediuzzaman’s writings and above all to preserve
h is m iss ion as h e in ten ded.
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The Fourt h Radianc e

The t it le : Th e p res cr ibed p ra ct ices , th e Su n n a h 1, of
th e Proph et (Pea ce a n d b les s in gs be u pon h im ) were
con s id ered a p p rop r ia te for th is t r ea t is e.

{Alth ou gh th e 'Imamate Qu es t ion ' is n ot a n es s en t ia l
is s u e, s in ce it h a s been given exces s ive im por ta n ce,
a n d s in ce it h a s b een a s u b ject con s id er ed in t h e
s cien ces of t h eology a n d t h e p r in cip les of r eligion ,
th erefore it h a s releva n ce to ou r ba s ic du t ies towa rds
th e Qu r 'a n a n d th e fa ith , a n d th is is s u e is d is cu s s ed
h er e b r iefly).

"Now has come a prophet from among yourselves; it
heavily weighs upon him that you might suffer; full of
concern is he for you, and full of compassion and mercy
towards the believers. But if they turn away, say: Allah
is enough for me, there is no god but He. In Him have I
placed my trust, for He is the Sustainer of the Mighty
Throne.(Qur'an:9:128-129)

"… Say: I ask no recompense of you except loving kindness
among kinsfolk…" (Qur'an: 42-23)

1.Sunnah: The way Prophet Muhammad (Peace and blessing be upon  him)
lived his life, with all his deeds, sayings, and tacit approvals. It is the
second source of  Islamic jurisprudence.
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We s h a ll p oin t ou t in t h is leve l a ver y few of t h e
m a n y va s t t ru th s con ta in ed in th es e glor iou s vers es .

FIRST LEVEL

Th e fir s t level con s is ts of fou r poin ts .

FIRST  POINT

Th is des cr ib es th e Mos t Nob le Prop h et 's (Pea ce a n d
b les s in gs be u pon h im ) per fect com pa s s ion a n d m ercy
towa rds h is Com m u n ity. Accord in g to s ou n d n a r ra -
t ion s , wh en a t th e ter ror of th e Res u r rect ion , every-
on e a n d even t h e p r op h et s will c r y ou t for t h em -
s elves . Th e Mos t Nob le Proph et  will dem on s tra te h is
p ity a n d com pa s s ion by ca llin g ou t : "My Com m u n ity!
My Com m u n ity!" As a ffirm ed b y th os e wh o u n cover
t h e m ys t er ies of c r ea t ion , wh en h e wa s b or n , h is
m ot h er h ea r d a m on g h is s u p p lica t ion s t h e wor d s :
"My Com m u n it y! My Com m u n it y!". Als o, t h e wh ole
h is tory of h is life, a s well a s th e k in d a n d com p a s -
s ion a te con du ct wh ich h e exten ded , dem on s tra te th e
per fect ion of h is com pa s s ion a n d clem en cy.

So, th rou gh d is p la yin g a n u n en d in g n eed for th e in -
numerable prayers for Allah's blessings upon his com-
m u n ity, h e s h owed a bou n d les s m ercy a n d com pa s -
s ion . Ou t of h is tota l com pa s s ion , h e wa s con cern ed
with th e h a pp in es s of a ll. On e ca n u n ders ta n d h ow
la ck in g in gr a t itu d e a n d con s cien ce it is n ot t o ob -
s erve th e p ra ct ices , th e Su n n a h , of s o k in d a n d com -
p a s s ion a te a lea d er .

SECOND POINT

Am on g t h e u n ive r s a l a n d ge n e r a l d u t ie s o f h is
prophethood, the Most Noble Prophet (Peace and bless-
in gs b e u p on h im ) d is p la yed gr ea t com p a s s ion in
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cer t a in p a r t icu la r , m in or m a t t er s . E xt e r n a lly, h is
expen d in g grea t com pa s s ion on s u ch m a t ter s s eem s
in a ppropr ia te to th e s u prem e im por ta n ce of th e fu n c-
t ion of p r op h et h ood . Bu t in r ea lit y, m in or m a t t er s
were th e t ip s or s a m p les of a s equ en ce wh ich were
th e m ea n s to fu lfill a u n ivers a l a n d gen era l fu n ct ion
of prophethood. Therefore, great importance was given
to m in or m a t ters for th e s a ke of a m igh ty s equ en ce.

For exa m ple, th e ext ra ord in a ry com pa s s ion th e Mos t
Nob le Pr op h et (Pea ce a n d b les s in gs b e u p on h im )
s h owed t owa r d s Ha s a n a n d Hu s a in (h is gr a n d ch il-
d r en ) in t h eir ch ild h ood , a n d t h e gr ea t im p or t a n ce
h e ga ve th em , wa s n ot on ly du e to love a r is in g from
n a t u r a l k in d n es s a n d fa m ily fee lin g. Ra t h er , t h ey
were each the tip of a shining bond of the prophethood.
Th ey were th e s ou rce a n d r ep res en ta t ion of a com -
m u n ity of grea t im por ta n ce wh ich wou ld in h er it th e
lega cy of p roph eth ood .

In deed , th e Mos t Nob le Proph et (Pea ce a n d b les s in gs
b e u p on h im ) u s ed t o t a k e Ha s a n (Ma y Alla h b e
p lea s ed wit h h im ) t en d er ly in t o h is a r m s a n d k is s
h is h ea d for t h e s a k e of t h e lu m in ou s a n d b les s ed
Ma h di-like des cen den ts wh o wou ld s p r in g from h im .
Offs p r in g s u ch a s S h a h Geyla n i, Gh a wt h a l-A'za m
wou ld b e t h e in h er it or s of p r op h et h ood a n d wou ld
b ea r t h e s a cr ed S h a r i'a of Mu h a m m ed (Pea ce a n d
b les s in gs b e u p on h im ). He s a w, wit h t h e eye of
p roph eth ood , th e s a cred s ervice a n d du ty th ey wou ld
p er for m in t h e fu t u r e a n d va lu ed a n d commended
th em . He k is s ed Ha s a n 's h ea d a s a s ign of a pprova l
a n d en cou r a gem en t .

Als o, h e em b r a ced Hu s a in a n d s h owed h im gr ea t
im p or ta n ce a n d ten d ern es s on a ccou n t of th e illu s -
trious Imams like Za yn -u l-Abid in a n d J a 'fa r a l-Sa d iq,



    8

a n d th e n u m erou s Mahdi-like lu m in ou s pers on s , t ru e
in h er itors of p roph eth ood , wh o wou ld s p r in g from h is
s h in n in g lin ea ge, a n d for th e s a ke of th e religion of
Is la m a n d of th e p roph eth ood .

With h is h ea r t , wh ich h a d kn owledge of th e u n s een ,
a n d wit h h is lu m in ou s vis ion a n d p r es c ien t eye ,
Pr op h et Mu h a m m a d (Pea ce a n d b les s in gs b e u p on
h im ) ob s er ved d u r in g h is er a , t h e er a of Blis s , t h e
even t s of t h e As s em b ly of t h e Res u r r ect ion t owa r d
th e etern ity, a n d from th e ea r th s a w Pa r a d is e, a n d
ob s erved even t s wh ich h a d occu r red s in ce th e t im e
of Ada m a n d wh ich were con cea led in th e da rk veils
of th e pa s t , a n d even r eceived th e vis ion of th e All-
Glor iou s On e.

He s u rely s a w th e s p ir itu a l poles a n d th e Imams, wh o
were th e in h er itors of p roph eth ood , a n d th e Ma h di's ,
who would follow on in the lines of Hasan and Husain.
An d for s u re h e wou ld k is s th eir h ea ds in th e n a m e
of a ll of th em . Yes , Sh a h Geyla n i too h a s a la rge pa r t
in h is k is s in g Ha s a n 's h ea d .

THIRD POINT

Accord in g to on e in terp reta t ion , th e m ea n in g of
th e vers e:

'Say: I ask of you no recompense except loving kind-
n e s s am on g k in s folk ," is t h a t "t h e Mos t Nob le
Proph et (Pea ce be u pon h im ) wa n ts n o rewa rd for
ca r ryin g ou t th e du ty of p roph eth ood . He wa n ts
only love for his family."

Accord in g to th is m ea n in g, it s eem s th ere is a n a d -
va n t a ge t o b e ga in ed fr om a fa m ily r e la t ion s h ip .
Wh erea s , a ccord in g to th e m ea n in g of th e ver s e,
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"…The most honored of you in the sight of Allah is the most
righ teous of y ou…" (Qu r 'a n 49 :13), th erefore it is n ot
in r ega r d to fa m ily r ela t ion s h ip s th a t t h e Pr op h et 's
m is s ion ta kes p la ce, bu t it is in rega rd to clos en es s
to Alla h ."

Th e An s wer : Wit h h is vis ion , wh ich p er ce ived t h e
u n s een , t h e Mos t Nob le Pr op h et (Pea ce a n d b les s -
in gs be u pon h im ) s a w th a t h is fa m ily wou ld becom e
like a n illu m in a t in g t ree for th e wor ld of Is la m . Th e
overwh elm in g m a jor ity of th os e wh o wou ld p er for m
th e du ty of gu ides , in s t ru ct in g every level of th e Is -
la m ic Wor ld in h u m a n a t t a in m en t a n d p er fect ion ,
wou ld em er ge fr om h is fa m ily. He p r op h es ied t h a t
h is com m u n it y's p r a yer for h is fa m ily in t h e fin a l
s ect ion of th e p res cr ibed p ra yers :

"O Allah, grant blessings to our master Muhammed and to
the Family of our master Muhammed, as You granted bless-
ings to Abraham and to the Fam ily of Abraham ; ind eed ,
y ou are w orthy of prais e, m os t exalted ..." wou ld be a c-
cep ted a s a good deed .

Th a t is to s a y, like th e va s t m a jor ity of th e lu m in ou s
gu ides a m on g th e peop le of Abra h a m were th e fa m ily
of the prophet and the lineage of Abraham. The Prophet
a ls o s a w in th e com m u n ity, like th e p roph ets of Is -
r a el, th e s p ir itu a l roles of th e fa m ily of Mu h a m m ed
perform in g th e grea t du t ies of Is la m , a n d m os t of th e
r eligiou s b roth er h ood s a n d ord er s . Th erefore, b ein g
com m a n ded to s a y:
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"Say: I ask of you no recompense except loving kindness
among kinfolk."   By th is , h e wa n ted h is com m u n ity to
love h is fa m ily.  For th os e wh o were th e s ou rce a n d
gu a r d ia n s of t h e Pr op h et 's t r a d it ion s a n d p r a ct ices
(th e Su n n a h ) a n d were ch a rged with com plyin g with
th em in every res pect wa s h is fa m ily.

Th u s , t h is is wh y t h is t r u t h wa s m a d e k n own in
Ha d ith s u n d er th e h ea d in g of a d h er in g to th e Book
(the Qur'an) and the Prophet's practices (the Sunnah).
Wh a t wa s requ ired from th e fa m ily of th e Proph et in
respect to the function of prophethood was the Sunnah.
J u s t a s s om eon e wh o a ba n don ed th e Proph et 's p ra c-
t ices cou ld n ot t ru ly b e a m em b er of h is fa m ily, s o
too s u ch a pers on cou ld n ot be a t ru e fr ien d to th em .

Als o, th e rea s on h e des ired h is com m u n ity to ga th er
a rou n d h is fa m ily wa s th a t , with Alla h 's perm is s ion ,
h e kn ew h is fa m ily wa s goin g to becom e very n u m er-
ou s with th e pa s s in g of t im e. Als o, Is la m wa s goin g
to becom e wea k . Th erefore, a n ext rem ely s t ron g a n d
n u m erou s m u tu a lly s u p p or t ive grou p of p eop le wa s
n eces s a ry s o th a t it cou ld be th e m ea n s to a n d cen -
t ra l for th e s p ir itu a l a n d m ora l p rogres s of th e Wor ld
of Is la m . With Divin e perm is s ion , h e th ou gh t of th is ,
a n d des ired th a t h is com m u n ity s h ou ld ga th er rou n d
h is fa m ily.

In deed , even if th e m em bers of th e Proph et 's fa m ily
were n ot grea t ly in a d va n ce of oth er s in m a t ter s of
belief a n d fa ith , th ey were s t ill grea t ly a h ea d of th em
in rega rd to s u bm is s ion , com m itm en t a n d p a r t is a n -
s h ip . For b y n a t u r e , b ir t h , a n d t em p er a m en t t h ey
were followers a n d a dh eren ts of Is la m . Even if fa m -
ily pa r t ia lity is wea k a n d u n wor th y, or even unjusti-
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fia b le, it ca n n ot be given u p . So, wou ld it be pos s ib le
for a pers on to give u p h is s u ppor t for a t ru th h e felt
clea r ly to be s o fu n da m en ta l a n d n a tu ra l? Or , to give
u p a t r u t h t o wh ich a ll h is for efa t h er s , wh o wer e
m os t s t r on g, m os t con s t a n t , m os t t r u e , a n d m os t
ren own ed , h a d been bou n d a n d th rou gh wh ich th ey
h a d won em in en ce a n d s a cr ificed th eir lives ?

Th u s , d u e t o t h is in t en s e com m it m en t a n d in n a t e
s u b m is s ion , t h e fa m ily of t h e Pr op h et a ccep ted th e
lea s t h in t in fa vor of th e religion of Is la m a s th ou gh
it wa s a powerfu l p roof. Th ey were com m it ted by th eir
in n a te n a tu re, wh er ea s t h e oth er s b ecom e com m it -
ted to th e t ru th by a powerfu l p roof.

FOURTH POINT

In con n ect ion with th e th ird poin t , we s h a ll in d ica te
b r iefly a m a t ter , wh ich is a poin t of d is pu te between
th e Sh ia a n d th e Su n n is a n d h a s been m a gn ified to
s u ch a n exten t th a t it h a s en tered th e books on th e
t en et s of fa it h a n d a m on g th e fu n d a m en ta ls of b e-
lief. Th e is s u e is th is :

Th e Su n n is s a y: "ÿAli

 

(Ma y Alla h be p lea s ed with h im )
was the fourth of the rightly-guided Caliphs. Abu Bakr
'a l-Sidd iq' (Ma y Alla h be p lea s ed with h im ) wa s p ref-
era b le to h im a n d wa s m ore des ervin g of th e Ca liph -
a te; th erefore it pa s s ed to h im fir s t . " Wh ile th e Sh ia
s a y: "It wa s ÿAli's

 

righ t . An in ju s t ice wa s don e to h im .
Th e m os t wor th y of th em a ll wa s ÿAli." A s u m m a ry of
th e a rgu m en ts for th eir cla im s is th is : Sh ia s s a y: "
By th e Ha d ith s of th e Proph et a bou t ÿAli, a n d th rou gh
h is t it le of ‘Lea der of Wa la ya h 2, ÿAli

 

bein g th e s ou rce
for th e va s t m a jor ity of th e fr ien d s of Alla h a n d for

2 . Wa la ya h : Tru s tees h ip , gu a rd ia n s h ip
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s p ir it u a l p a t h s , a n d h is ext r a or d in a r y k n owled ge ,
cou ra ge, wors h ip a n d th e Proph et 's (Pea ce a n d b les s -
in gs b e u p on h im ) in ten s e con cern for h im a n d to-
wa rds h is des cen den ts a ll s h ow th a t it wa s h e wh o
wa s th e m os t wor th y. Th e Ca liph a te wa s a lwa ys h is
r igh t . It wa s s eized from h im ."

The Answer: The fact is that ÿAli (May Allah be pleased
with h im ) followed th e fir s t th ree Ca liph s , wh om h e
r ep ea t ed ly a ck n owled ged , a n d h eld t h e p os it ion of
th eir Sh a ykh -u l-Is la m . Th is refu tes th e cla im s of th e
S h i'a . Fu r t h er m or e, t h e vic t or ies of Is la m a n d t h e
s t ru ggles a ga in s t it s en em ies in th e t im e of th e fir s t
t h r ee Ca lip h s a n d t h e even t s in ÿAl i 's

 

t im e, r efu t e
th e Sh i'a 's cla im s , a ga in , fr om t h e p oin t of view of
the Islamic Caliphate. That is to say the Sunnis' claim
is r igh t fu l.

It is s a id th a t t h e Sh i'a a r e two grou p s : on e is th e
'Sh ia of Wa la ya h ’, a n d th e oth er is th e 'Sh ia of Ca -
liph a te’. Th rou gh m ixin g gru dge a n d polit ics th e s ec-
on d grou p m a y h a ve been u n ju s t , bu t th e fir s t grou p
wa s n ot con cern ed with res en tm en t a n d th is k in d of
p olit ics . However , t h e S h ia of Wa la ya h join ed t h e
Sh ia of Ca liph a te. Th a t is , s om e of th e lea ders of th e
religiou s orders a n d Su fi orders con s idered ÿAli

 

to be
s u per ior a n d th ey en dors ed th e cla im s of th e Sh ia of
Ca lip h a t e .

Th e An s wer : It is n eces s a ry to con s ider ÿAli

 

(Ma y Al-
la h b e p lea s ed wit h h im ) in t wo r es p ec t s . On e is
from th e poin t of view of h is pers on a l per fect ion s a n d
ra n k , a n d th e s econ d is from th e poin t of view of h is
rep res en t in g th e collect ive pers on a lity of th e Proph et 's
fa m ily. As for th is collect ive p er s on a lity, it d is p la ys
a n a s p ect of t h e Mos t Nob le Pr op h et 's (Pea ce a n d
b les s in g b e u pon h im ) es s en t ia l n a tu re.
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In rega rd to th e fir s t poin t of ÿAli

 
bein g forem os t , a ll

th e peop le of t ru th ga ve p receden ce to Abu Ba kr a n d
ÿUm ar

 

(Ma y Alla h b e p lea s ed wit h t h em a ll). Th ey
s a w th eir ra n ks a s h igh er in th e s ervice of Is la m a n d
clos en es s t o Alla h . As for t h e s econ d p oin t , in r e-
s p ect of b e in g t h e r ep r es en t a t ive of t h e collec t ive
pers on a lity of th e Proph et 's Fa m ily, rep res en t in g th e
t r u e m es s a ge of Pr op h e t  Mu h a m m a d (Pea ce a n d
b les s in gs be u pon h im ), ÿAli

 

h a s n o equ a l. Th u s , th e
h igh ly la u da tory Ha d ith s a bou t ÿAli

 

look to th is s ec-
on d poin t . Th ere is a s ou n d n a r ra t ion wh ich cor robo-
r a t es t h is fa ct . Th e Mos t Nob le Prop h et (Pea ce a n d
b les s in gs be u pon h im ) decreed :

"The descendents of each prophet are from himself. My
descendents are those of ÿAli."

Th e r ea s on th e Ha d ith s p ra is in g ÿAli

 

m ore th a n th e
ot h er t h r ee Ca lip h s h a ve b ecom e s o wid es p r ea d is
t h a t t h e S u n n is , t h e p eop le of t r u th , s p r ea d m a n y
n a r ra t ion s a b ou t h im in r es p on s e to th e Um a yya d s
a n d Kh a r ijit es a t t a ck in g a n d d is p a r a gin g h im u n -
ju s t ly. S in ce th e oth er Righ t ly-Gu id ed Ca lip h s were
n ot s u b ject to s u ch cr it icis m a n d det ra ct ion , n o n eed
wa s felt to s p rea d Ha d ith s widely a bou t th em .

Fu r t h er m or e, t h e Pr op h et (Pea ce a n d b les s in gs b e
u pon h im ) s a w with th e p roph et ic fores igh t th e gr iev-
ou s even ts a n d in tern a l s t r ife to wh ich ÿAli

 

wou ld be
expos ed in th e fu tu re, a n d in order to s a ve h im from
d es p a ir a n d t o s a ve h is com m u n it y fr om t h in k in g
u n fa vou ra b ly of h im , h e con s oled h im a n d gu ided h is
com m u n ity with im por ta n t Ha d ith s like,

"W h en I am any one 's m as ter, ÿAli

 

is his m as ter als o."
(Ahmed and Tirmizi)
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Th e exces s ive love of t h e S h ia of Walayah t owa r d s
ÿAli

 
(Ma y Alla h b e p lea s ed with h im ) a n d s u p p or ted

b y th e p r a is e of t h e r eligiou s or d er s t h eir d eem in g
h im s u per ior does n ot m a ke th em a n s wera b le to th e
d egr ee of t h e S h ia of Ca lip h a t e . For b y r ea s on of
th eir p ra ct ice, th os e wh o follow th e pa th of Wa la ya h
look towa rds th eir s p ir itu a l gu ides with in ten s e love.
An d th e m a rk of love is exces s ; it wa n ts to s ee th e
beloved a s grea ter th a n h is ra n k . An d th a t is h ow it
s ees h im . Ecs ta t ics m a y be forgiven for th eir exces s
of love. So, on con d it ion th a t th eir deem in g Ali m ore
wor th y, wh ich a r is es from th eir love, d oes n ot tu rn
in to d is pa ra gem en t of a n d en m ity towa rds th e oth er
Righ t ly-Gu ided Ca liph s a n d does n ot go beyon d th e
fu n da m en ta l tea ch in gs of Is la m , it m a y be excu s ed .

As for th e Sh ia of Ca liph a te, s in ce polit ica l p reju d ice
took h old of th em , th ey cou ld n ot be redeem ed from
h a t r ed a n d a t t a ck , a n d t h ey los t t h e ir r igh t t o b e
excu s ed . Even , con firm in g th e s a yin g,

"Not for love of ÿAli, bu t ou t of hatred of ÿUmar," s in ce
Persian national pride was wounded at ÿUmar's hand,
th ey dem on s t ra ted th eir r even ge in th e form of love
of ÿAli. So a ls o th e rebellion of Am r b . a l-As a ga in s t
ÿAli a n d th e t ra gic wa r a ga in s t Hu s a in by ÿUmar

 

b. a l-
Sa 'd a rou s ed in th e Sh i'a a n in ten s e a n ger a n d en -
m ity towa rds th e n a m e of 'Um a r .

Th e Sh ia of Wa la ya h do n ot h a ve a r igh t to cr it icize
t h e S u n n is , for t h e S u n n is h a ve n ot b e lit t led 'Ali.
In d eed , th ey love h im s in cerely. Bu t th ey a void the
exces s ive love, wh ich is d es cr ib ed a s d a n ger ou s in
Ha d it h s . Th e Pr op h et 's p r a is e of ÿAl i 's

 

follower s in
th e Ha d ith s refer s to th e Su n n is . For th os e of ÿAli's
follower s wh o love h im in a m od er a t e fa s h ion a r e
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th e Su n n is , wh o a re th e p eop le of t r u th . As exces -
s ive love of J es u s (Upon wh om be pea ce) is da n ger -
ous for Christians, so has it been made clear in sound
Ha d it h s t h a t t h a t s or t of exces s ive love for ÿAl i

 

is
d a n ger ou s . If th e Sh ia of Wa la ya h s a y: "On ce ÿAl i 's
con s u m m a t e s p ir it u a l a t t a in m en t s a r e a ccep t ed , it
is n ot p os s ib le to p refer Ab u Ba k r , th e Tru th fu l, to
h im ."

Th e Rep ly: It wa s a s th ou gh th e pers on a l per fect ion s
of Abu Ba kr 'a l-Sidd iq a l-Akba r ' a n d ÿUmar

 

a l-Fa ru q '
(Ma y Alla h b e p lea s ed with th em ) h a d b een p la ced
on on e s ide of th e s ca les togeth er with th eir a ch ieve-
m en t s in t h e t im e of t h eir Ca lip h a tes , t h e a ch ieve-
m en ts r ea lized th rou gh th eir ca r ryin g ou t th e fu n c-
t ion s in h er it ed from p rop h eth ood , a n d on th e oth er
s ide of th e s ca les h a d b een p la ced ÿAli's (Ma y Alla h
b e p lea s ed with h im ) ext ra ord in a ry per s on a l p er fec-
t ion s togeth er with th e in tern a l Ca lip h a te s t ru ggles ,
wh ich a ros e from th e t ra gic even ts h e wa s com pelled
to en ter u pon a n d were th e ob ject of s u s p icion a n d
d is t ru s t . An d th e Su n n is s a w th a t a l-S idd iq's or a l-
Fa ru q's s ca les weigh ed h ea vier a n d s o th ey p refer red
t h em .

Mor eover , a s is p r oved in t h e Twelft h a n d Twen ty-
Fou r t h Wor d s 3,  t h e Pr op h et h ood is s o eleva t ed in
com pa r is on to Wa la ya h th a t a t in y m a n ifes ta t ion of
it is s u per ior to a la rge d is p la y of Wa la ya h . In rega rd
to th is , th e s u cces s es of S idd iq a l-Ak ba r a n d Fa ru q
a l-A'za m d u r in g th eir Ca lip h a tes b eca m e a n in d ica -
t ion for th e Su n n is th a t th eir s h a re in th e lega cy of
p roph eth ood a n d th e es ta b lis h m en t of it s la ws h a d
been d ivin ely bes towed . S in ce ÿAli's

 

p ers on a l p er fec-
t ion s d id n ot d is m is s th a t grea ter s h a re, wh ich a ros e
fr om t h e in h er it a n ce of p r op h et h ood , h e a c t ed a s
Sh a ykh -u l-Is la m for Abu Ba kr a n d ÿUmar, th e

3 . In th e book t it led “Words ” by Sa id Nu rs i
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Shaykhayn a l-Mu ka rra m a yn , in th e t im e of th eir Ca li-
ph a tes , a n d res pected th em . How s h ou ld th e Su n n is ,
wh o love a n d r ever e ÿAl i , n ot love a n d r ever e t h e
Shaykhayn, wh om ÿAli

 

loved a n d es teem ed s in cerely?
Let u s m a k e t h is t r u t h c lea r b y m ea n s of a n ex-
a m p le:

On e of th e s on s of a very r ich m a n is given twen ty
batmans4  (160 kg) of s ilver a n d fou r ba tm a n s of gold
from h is fa th er 's lega cy, a n d a n oth er is given five of
s ilver a n d five of gold . So if th e th ird is given th ree of
s ilver a n d five of gold , of cou r s e t h e la s t t wo will
r eceive les s in qu a n t it y, b u t m or e in qu a lit y. Lik e
th is exa m ple, th e les s er a m ou n t of th e Sh a ykh a yn 's
s h a re of th e gold of th e t ru th of 'Divin e im m ed ia cy,'
wh ich wa s m a n ifes ted in th e lega cy of p rop h eth ood
a n d t h e e s t a b lis h m e n t o f it s la ws , wou ld we igh
h ea vier th a n th e grea t a m ou n t of 'Divin e p roxim ity'
a n d th e p er fect ion s of Wa la ya h , wh ich s p ra n g from
t h e jewel of Wa la ya h . Th es e p oin t s s h ou ld a ls o b e
t a k en in to a ccou n t wh en weigh in g th em u p . Bu t if
th ey a re com pa red with on e a n oth er from th e poin t
of view of pers on a l cou ra ge, kn owledge, a n d Wa la ya h ,
th e m a t ter t a kes on a n oth er com plexion .

Als o, th ere ca n be n o com pa r is on with res pect to th e
collect ive p er s on a lit y of t h e Pr op h et 's fa m ily, wh ich
wa s r ep r es en ted in t h e p er s on of ÿAl i

 

(Ma y God b e
p lea s ed with h im ), a n d of th e Proph et ic Tru th , wh ich
wa s m a n ifes ted in th a t collect ive pers on a lity th rou gh
th e a bs olu te lega cy of p roph eth ood . For con ta in ed in
i t i s t h e m igh t y s e c r e t t r u t h o f t h e P r o p h e t
Mu h a m m ed (Pea ce a n d b les s in gs be u pon h im ).

As for th e Sh ia of th e Ca liph a te, th ey h a ve n o r igh ts
b efor e t h e S u n n is ot h er t h a n r egr et . For a lt h ou gh
t h ey c la im t o h a ve t r em en d ou s love for ÿAl i , t h ey

4. 1 batman: Approximately 8 kg.
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d is p a r a ge h im , a n d th eir cr eed n eces s it a t es a ccu s -
in g h im of vice. For th ey s a y th a t a lth ou gh Abu Ba kr
a l-Sidd iq a n d ÿUmar

 

were a ct in g u n ju s t ly, ÿAli

 

feign ed
a pprova l of th em ; a ccord in g to Sh i'i t erm in ology, h e
d is s im u la ted . Th a t is , h e wa s a pp reh en s ive of th em
a n d beh a ved h ypocr it ica lly. Bu t it is n ot love to s ee
s om eon e wh o wa s s u ch a h ero of Is la m , wh o won th e
t it le 'Lion of Alla h ,' a n d wh o wa s th e com m a n der a n d
gu ide of th e fa ith fu l a s s im u la t in g love for peop le h e
d id n ot love ou t of fea r a n d d ecep t ion , a s feign in g
a pprova l for th em in fea r for m ore th a n twen ty yea rs ,
and as following wrongdoers. ÿAli (May Allah be pleased
with h im ) wou ld d is cla im love of th a t s or t .

Th u s , th e creed of peop le of t ru th in n o wa y d is pa r -
ages ÿAli, n or levels a ccu s a t ion s of a m ora lity a t h im .
It does n ot a t t r ibu te cowa rd ice to s u ch a rem a rka b le
cou r a ge , b u t s a ys : "If ÿAl i

 

h a d n ot con s id er ed t h e
Righ t ly-Gu ided Ca liph s to be r igh t , h e wou ld n ot h a ve
r ecogn ized th em for a m in u te, n or ob eyed th em . It
m ea n s th a t s in ce h e th ou gh t th em r igh t a n d p refer -
a b le, h e s u r r en d er ed h is en d ea vor a n d cou r a ge on
th e wa y of ju s t ice."

In Sh or t : Goin g eith er to exces s or m u ch below m od-
era t ion (th e two extrem es ) is n ot good . Modera t ion is
th e m idd le wa y, a n d th a t is th e wa y th e Su n n is h a ve
ch os en . Bu t , a la s , Kh a r ijit e t yp e id ea s h a ve in fil-
t r a ted th e Su n n is u n d er th e cover of s o-ca lled Eh l-
u l-Su n n a h wa y to a n exten t ; a ls o a dd ict s of polit ics
a n d s om e h eret ics cr it icize ÿAli.

Th ey s a y, God for b id , th a t s in ce h e d id n ot u n d er -
s ta n d polit ics , h e wa s n ot en t irely wor th y of th e  Ca -
lip h a te a n d cou ld n ot govern . An d beca u s e of th es e
u n ju s t a ccu s a t ion s of th eir s , Sh ia s feel a ffron ted a t
th e Su n n is , wh erea s th e p r in cip les a n d ba s ic beliefs
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of th e Su n n is do n ot n eces s ita te h a vin g th es e idea s .
In deed , th ey p rove th e op pos ite. Th e Su n n is ca n n ot
be con dem n ed beca u s e of idea s s u ch a s th os e wh ich
com e fr om Kh a r ijit e s a n d r en ega d es . Ra t h e r , t h e
Su nn is are fi rmer fol lowers of ÿAl i

 

t h a n t h e S h ia s .
Th ey m en t ion ÿAl i

 

in t h e la u d a t or y fa s h ion h e d e-
s erves in a ll th eir kh u tba s a n d p ra yers .

Pa r t icu la r ly t h e s p ir it u a l lea d er s a n d p iou s s ch ol-
a rs , th e overwh elm in g m a jor ity of th em in th e Su n n i
s ch ool, r ecogn ized h im a s s p ir it u a l gu id e a n d t h e
s u prem e lea der of Wa la ya h . Th e Sh ia s s h ou ld ign ore
t h e Kh a r ijit e s a n d h e r e t ic s wh o h a ve d e s e r ved ly
ea rn ed th e en m ity of both th e Sh ia s a n d th e Su n n is ,
a n d n ot ta ke s ides a ga in s t th e peop le of t ru th . Som e
Shias even abandon the Prophet's Sunnah out of spite
for th e Su n n is . An ywa y, we h a ve s a id too m u ch on
th is m a t ter , for it h a s b een d is cu s s ed to exces s b y
th e r eligiou s s ch ola r s .

And so, O Sunnis, who are the people of truth, and Shias,
whose way is love of the Prophet's family! Quickly put an
end to th is m ean ingles s , un faith fu l, un jus t, and harm fu l
dispute between you. Otherwise the irreligious and athe-
istic current, which is now so influential, will make one of
you a tool against the other, and use the one to crush the
other. And after defeating the one then it will destroy the
tool. Since you are believers in Divine Unity, it is essential
to leave aside unimportant matters which necessitate divi-
sion while there are a hundred fundamental sacred bonds
between you, which command brotherhood and unity.

Note: Secon d Level, Qu ra n ic Aya t (9 :129 ), wh ich is
n ot r ela ted to Su n n i-Sh ia is s u e, is d is cu s s ed a s
Th e E leven th Ra d ia n ce.



 Bediuzzaman Said Nursi was born in eastern Turkey in 1873
and d ied in 1960 at the age of 87 after a life of exemplary
struggle and self-sacrifice in the cause of Islam. He was a
scholar of the highest standing having stud ied not only all
the traditional religious sciences but also modern science and
earned the name Bediuzzaman, Wonder of the Age, in his
youth as a result of his outstanding ability and learning.

Bed iuzzaman's life-time spanned the final decades of the
Caliphate and Ottoman Empire, its collapse and d ismem-
berment after the First World War.  The first thirty-seven
years of the Republic after its formation in 1923 of which
the years up to 1950 are famous for the Government's re-
pressive anti-Islamic and anti-religious policies.

Un t il th e yea r s fo llow in g th e Fir s t Wor ld War ,
Bediuzzaman's struggles in the cause of Islam had been ac-
tive and in the public domain. He not only taught many
students and engaged in debate and d iscussion with lead-
ing scholars from all over the Islamic world , but he person-
ally commanded and led a volunteer regiment against the
invading Russians in eastern Turkey in 1914 for nearly two
years until taken prisoner. Furthermore, up to that time he
sought to further the interests of Islam by actively engaging
in public life.

However, the years that saw the transition from empire to
republic also saw a transition in Bediuzzaman himself. This
transition was characterized by his withdrawal from public
life to concentration on study, prayer and thought for what
was required now was a struggle of a d ifferent sort. After a
period of some two years, in 1925, Bediuzzaman was sent
into exile for the next twenty-five years in western Anatolia

Who was Bediuzzaman Said Nursi
and what is the Risale-i Nur?
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and to a lesser extent for the last ten years of his life, he
suffered nothing but exile, imprisonment, harassment and
persecution by the authorities. But these years of exile and
isolation saw the writing of the Risale-i Nur, the Treatise of
Light, and its d issemination throughout Turkey. To quote
Bediuzzaman himself, "Now I see clearly that most of my
life has been d irected in such a way, outside my own free-
will, ability, comprehension and foresight that it might pro-
duce these treatises to serve the cause of the Holy Qur'an. It
is as if all my life as a scholar had been spent in preliminar-
ies to these w ritings, w hich demonstrate the miracu lous-
ness of the Holy Qur'an.”

Bediuzzaman understood an essential cause of the decline
of the Islamic world to be the weakening of iman (belief).
This w eakening, together w ith the unprecedented attacks
on those found ations in the 19th and 20th centu ries that
were carried out by materialists, atheists and others in the
name of science and progress, led him to realize that the
urgent and over-rid ing need was to strengthen, and even to
save, iman.

Thus, in his exile, Bediuzzaman wrote a body of work, the
Risale-i Nur that would explain and expound the basic te-
nets of belief, the truths of the Holy Qur'an to mankind. His
method was to analyze both belief and unbelief and to dem-
onstrate through clearly reasoned arguments that not only
is it possible, by following the method of the Holy Qur'an, to
prove rationally all the truths of belief, such as Allah's exist-
ence and unity, prophethood and bodily resurrection, but
also that these tru ths are the only rational exp lanation of
existence, man and the universe.

Thus, Bediuzzaman set out in the form of easily understood
stories, comparisons and explanations, a series of categori-
cal proofs demonstrating that, rather than the truths of reli-
gion being incompatible w ith the find ings of modern sci-
ence, the materialist interpretation of those find ings is irra-



21

tional and absu rd . Ind eed , Bed iu zzam an p roved in the
Risale-i Nur that science's breathtaking d iscoveries of the
universe's functioning corroborate and reinforce the truths
of the Holy Qur'an.

The importance of the Risale-i Nur cannot be overestimated,
for through it  Bediuzzaman Said Nursi played a major role
in preserving and revitalizing the Islamic faith in Turkey in
the very darkest days of her history. But further to this, the
Risale-i Nur is uniquely fitted to address not only all Mus-
lims but indeed all mankind for several reasons. Firstly, it  is
written in accordance with present man's mentality, a men-
tality that, whether Muslim or not, has been deeply imbued
by materialist philosophy: it specifically answers all the ques-
tions, doubts and confusions that this causes.

Also, the Risale-I Nur explains the most profound matters
of belief, which formerly only advanced scholars stud ied in
detail, in such a way that everyone, even  those to whom
the subject is new, may understand and gain something with-
out it causing any d ifficulties or harm.

A further reason is that in explaining the true nature and
purpose of man and the universe, the Risale-i Nur shows
that true happiness is only to be found in belief and knowl-
edge of Allah, both in this world and the hereafter. It also
points out the grievous pain and unhappiness that unbelief
causes in man's spirit and conscience, which generally the
misguided attempt to block out through heedlessness and
escapism, so that anyone with any sense may take refuge in
iman.

TO CONCLUDE: The Holy Qur'an addresses the intellect,
as well as man's other inner faculties. It d irects man to con-
sider the universe and its functioning in order to learn its
true nature and purpose as the creation, and thus to learn
the attributes of its Single Creator, and his own duties as a
creature. This, then, is the method that Bed iuzzaman em-
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ployed in the Risale-i Nur. He explained the true nature of
the universe as signs of its Creator and demonstrated through
clear arguments that when it is read as such all the funda-
mentals of belief may be proved rationally.

When this method is followed, a person attains a true iman
that will be sound and firm enough to withstand any doubts
that may arise in the face of the subtle attacks of material-
ism, naturalism and atheism, or of the materialistic approach
to scientific ad vances. For all scientific and technological
advances are merely the uncovering of the workings of the
cosmos. When the cosmos is seen to be a vast and infinitely
complex and meaningful unified book describing its Single
Author, rather than causing doubt and bew ilderment, all
these d iscoveries and advances reinforce belief, they even
deepen and expand it.

Man's most fundamental need is the need for religion, the
need to recognize and worship Almighty Allah with all His
Most Beautiful Names and Attributes and to obey His laws;
those manifested in the universe and those revealed through
His prophets. In explaining the message of the Holy Qur'an,
Almighty Allah's final Revealed Book, which was perfectly
expounded by His final Prophet, Muhammad, (Peace and
blessings be upon him), and  in teaching the religion of Is-
lam, the complete and perfected religion for mankind .

Bediuzzaman Said Nursi demonstrated in the Risale-i Nur
that there is no contrad iction or d ichotomy between science
and religion; rather, true progress and happiness for man-
kind can and will only be achieved in this way, the way of
the Holy Qur'an.





And s o, O S unn is , w ho are the people of tru th ,
and S h ias , w hos e w ay is love of the Prophet's
Fam ily ! Qu ick ly pu t an end to th is m ean ingles s ,
unfaithful, unjust, and harmful dispute between
y ou . Otherw is e the irreligious and atheis tic cur-
ren t, w h ich is now s o in fluen tial, w ill m ak e one
of y ou a tool agains t the other, and us e the one
to crus h the other. And after d efeating the one
then it w ill d es troy the tool.
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